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ASSAULTS ON POLICE OFFICERS 

495. Dr G.G. JACOBS to the Attorney General: 

Mr Speaker — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, if you wish to ask a question, I will give you the call. I formally call 
you to order for the first time today.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: About this time last year in 2009 the house debated the Criminal Code Amendment Bill 
2008, which proposed harsher penalties for assaults on our police officers. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Last year was 2010. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I remember members on the other side arguing with deep reservations about the 
effectiveness — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I hope there is a question in here, member for Eyre. If there is not a question, I will give the 
call to somebody else. I am simply interested in hearing the question. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: There certainly is, Mr Speaker. 

Can the Attorney General advise how the current act is making a difference in WA, and indeed in my electorate 
of Eyre? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

It was in fact about two years ago that this Parliament debated and passed the bill that amended the Criminal 
Code and brought into being in this state mandatory penalties for assaults on police officers when those assaults 
cause bodily harm. In fact, in my short time in this place, that was one of the most hotly debated bills that I have 
seen. A great deal of passion and an enormous amount of time was spent debating the many comments on how 
effective or otherwise the bill might be. Now that it is about two years after the bill received assent, which was 
on 21 August 2009, we have had the opportunity to start looking, at least over that period, at the data that has 
come in and that is collected by the police force. The first piece of data that we released publicly a little while 
ago was that reported assaults against police officers had dropped by 28 per cent since this government 
introduced the mandatory sentencing legislation in September 2009. Data was collected for the period from 
September 2009, when assent was given to the legislation, through to the very end of August 2010, so almost a 
full year, and was compared with the 11-month period before the legislation received assent. That comparison 
showed a 28 per cent decrease in the number of reported assaults on police officers. For the first five months of 
this year there has been a 13 per cent decrease in the number of assaults on police officers—this is on top of that 
28 per cent decrease. That is really quite remarkable. The reason this legislation was brought into the house was 
that, notwithstanding that our government and the previous government had had some success in decreasing the 
level of crime in a variety of offences, one growth area in criminal offending was, sadly, assaults on police 
officers. It was not just growing; it was growing more steadily than just about any other type of offence. It would 
have been an achievement for this legislation to simply stabilise the number of assaults on police officers, but it 
has done much more than that.  

As the member mentioned in his question, some members opposite had some slightly different views on the 
likely effectiveness of this legislation. The member for Girrawheen said in her always modest and restrained 
fashion—I am being quite serious — 

The opposition has also expressed some doubts about the deterrent value of this legislation. It is 
arguable, for example, that this legislation will not address the conduct of the many offenders who may 
well be under the influence of alcohol or drugs prior to their offending … 

That was a fair point. A lot of this offending occurs when people have drunk an excessive amount of alcohol or 
have taken drugs, and their judgement may be impaired to the extent that they do not actually think about the fact 
that the state government passed legislation of this type and that the deterrent effect is now larger, although the 
amount of media publicity that was generated by the debate has probably helped a great deal in that regard. That 
was a fair point and a modest way for the member for Girrawheen to express her concerns. Other members said 
that this was a populist response to a problem that it would do nothing to address. Then we had some more 
extreme comments. The member for Pilbara said — 
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This simplistic solution suggests that tougher legislation, such as mandatory sentencing, will somehow 
act as a deterrent to the people in these communities who are involved in assaults on police officers. 
The government has got it wrong, and Parliament should not be hoodwinked for one minute into 
thinking that this legislation will result in anything other than delivering increased numbers of people to 
the prisons of Western Australia.  

That was one view. The member for Mindarie said in his always interesting fashion — 

If the Liberal government says tomorrow that it passed legislation today that protects police officers, 
that is eyewash—absolute eyewash!  

I will move on to the latest round of statistics, which compare the six-month period before the legislation came 
into being—January to June 2009—with the most recent six-month period of data that is available, being January 
to June 2011. It is divided into police districts. For the central metropolitan district, in the six-month period 
before the legislation was assented to there were 136 assaults on police officers, and in the six-month period 
from January to June 2011 there were 78 assaults. That is a 43 per cent decrease. The decrease in the number of 
assaults was 68 per cent for the Goldfields–Esperance district; 35 per cent for the Great Southern district; three 
per cent for the Kimberley district; 35 per cent for the Midwest–Gascoyne district; 12 per cent for the north west 
metropolitan district; and 26 per cent for the Peel metropolitan district. Ladies and gentlemen of the house, I will 
now provide the figure for the Pilbara police district, remembering that the member for Pilbara said that this 
legislation would not result in anything other than delivering an increased number of people to the prisons of 
Western Australia. There has been a 52 per cent decrease in assaults in the Pilbara police district! There has been 
a 60 per cent decrease in the south east metropolitan district; a six per cent decrease in the south metropolitan 
district; a 47 per cent decrease in the South West district; and a 36 per cent decrease in the Wheatbelt district. 
This was firm and serious legislation that we took very seriously. It was a very firm step to invoke mandatory 
sentencing, but we did it because the number of assaults on police officers was on the rise. We hoped to stabilise 
that number. The unequivocal result in the two years that have elapsed since this legislation was assented to is 
that the police officers of Western Australia now have far greater protection than they had before.  
 


